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>-. MargaretKnightisalesbianactivistworking 
~' in the Vancouver area. In 1990 she, along with 
~ others,founded Queer Planet,aradicalorganization 
E 
:» 
'-u 
dedicated to eradicating heterosexism and 
homophobia. It dissolved in the summer of 1991. 
She agreed to an interview with the Other Press to 
explain what happened. 
E 
·--1-
Other Press: First of all, 
I'd like to know some idea of the 
background ofhowQueer Nation 
started, and how Queer Planet 
evolved out of that. 
Margaret Knight: Queer 
Nation started in the States, and 
evolved out of ACT UP (AIDS 
Coalition To Unleash Power), 
because ACT UP was findingitself 
increasingly dealing purely with . 
............_ medical issues and aids and ~homophobia. ~ ACTVPwasfindingitself 
... alienatingitselffromothergroups, 
like Women and AIDS, People of 
Colour with AIDS, because they 
were perceived as a bunch of gay 
men;sothegroupsplitintoQueer 
Nation, whose mandate was to 
deal with homophobia. 
,. ACT UP remains 
..... primarily concerned with AIDS 
~ issues, not the homophobia that 
'-'I has created the AIDS mess in the 
e- US, and basically the same thing 
C inCanada. Queer Nation Vancouver 
~ was a late comer on the scene: it 
... started in the summer of 1990. A 
group of people from ACT UP 
-_ decided it was time we needed a 
........ QueerNationgroupin Vancouver, 
plusafewotherinvolvedgroups, 
like Front For Group Active 
~ Socialism, Dykes For Dykedom. 
0 AllofusamalgarnatedintoQueer Nation. The Queer Planet name ~ camefromthemeeting. Thegroup 
~~ felt that the name Queer Nation 
~ was too American. As Canadians 
0 we did not want to be tied to the Americans. So we changed the name to Queer Planet. I wasn't at 
· E that meeting so I can't actually 
quote the arguments used, but 
that was the basic gist of it. We 
didn't want to be associated with 
.r:, 
:t: 
~ 
asmuchtheAmerican;wewanted 
to be associated with the French 
organization. 
OP: Did that last very 
long?Idon'tknowifQueerNation 
ceased to exist as Queer Planet, or 
changed back to Queer Nation 
and then cease to exist. 
boycott. 
I want to set the record 
straighten thatbecausewedidn't 
[start the action]. We have to give 
credit where credit is due on that 
one. It wasn't our credit but we 
were involved in it. 
In the spring we became 
involved in a couple of things, we 
didakiss-inwithabout30people. 
We also did an action at the New 
Westminster Quay with quite 
roughly the same amount of 
people. In both actions we got 
both police and security pissed off 
with us and they kicked us out. 
We were instrumentally 
organized with the Stonewall 
March. Vancouver doesn't 
celebrate a Gay Pride week at the 
same time every body else in the 
world does, we celebrate it on the 
August long weekend because the 
weather is better. This is a quote 
from the organizers. 
There are a fair number 
of us who think we should be 
you fold this summer? 
MK: People burnt out, 
there were a couple of conflicts 
primarily around wimmins' issues 
which meant a fair number of 
women dropped out over 
ideological issues and questions 
of politics. 
And those of us who 
remained ... TomPattersonmoved 
to Toronto, and Ken Walker went 
to Mexico for a while, and I burnt 
out from trying to do Queer Planet 
and Angles and everything else. 
A few of the key 
organizers left and the group just 
disintegrated. A lotofithad to do 
with people going back to school 
as well and things naturally 
wounddowntowardsSeptember. 
You get a lot of people involved 
during the summer as well as 
students, who when September 
comesalongtheygo back to school 
and either get involved with 
activities and school work and 
sort of loose track of things. 
So basically it was a 
disintegration and lack of people. 
completely get rid of the 
Communi tyStandardsAct, and a 
number of wimmin felt there was 
more to it than just getting rid of 
the law. 
And in that whole 
discussion, it became increasingly 
obvious that the majority of the 
men were not interested in 
wimmins' issues. They were 
interested in doing things that 
concerned both men and women, 
but not just things that affected 
women. 
OP:I'mnotsure,butfrom 
the reading I have doing from 
clipping and stuff [sexism] seems 
to be a national issue rather than a 
local one, especially with a group 
that split off in Portland. 
MK: That was ACT UP 
thatsplitup, butyesitisalwaysan 
issue. There is a conflict between 
gay white men who believe this 
society is fine, and the only 
problem is that gay white men are 
not fully invited to participate in 
thissociety,and between wimmin 
and people of colour who are 
OP: What were some of constantlytryingtobringuptopics 
the ideological splits that caused of sexism and racism, and are 
the extinction of Queer Planet? · basically being told 'you can't tell 
MK:Oneof the main ones me I'm racist or sexist.' There is a 
was how the group handled complete unwillingness to deal 
Lesbian issues. The few women with any of those topics. San 
that were involved felt Francisco Queer Nation has died 
~ 
CD 
MK:No,itceased to exist 
as Queer Planet. It was a difficult 
situation because a lot of people 
referred toitasQueerNation. It's 
easier to say, it's got a higher 
recognition level than Queer 
Planet does, also all the t-shirts 
and paraphernalia comes from the 
States. So it basically ceased to 
existasQueer Planet.Afewpeople 
wanted to change the name back, 
but it never really happened, the 
group kind of dissolved before 
that. 
Margaret Knight (bottom left) is a lesbian activist and was one of the founding members of Queer Planet 
·~ 
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OP: So what happened 
duringthatyear?WhatwasQueer 
Planet/Queer Nation up to last 
year? 
MK: A couple of things 
thisyear.Weweresortofinvolved 
with theJoe'sCafeissue .... but we 
didn't start that p:otest or that 
celebrating Stonewall. The 
Vancouver Gay and Lesbian 
Centre organized Stonewall Pride 
Festival thispastyearin 1991,and 
weorganizedamarcharound that, 
withoutthepermissionorconsent 
of Gay and Lesbian Centre, who 
thought we were too 
confrontational. 
But we got between 80 to 
100peopleand we stopped traffic. 
Itwasanillegalmarch. Wesortof 
stopped traffic and the whole bit 
and that was sort of the mass 
action organizing around London 
and inEngland.AtthepointQueer 
Planetdisintegratedand wedidn't 
manage to get anything done 
around English issues 
unfortunately. 
OP: So when exactly did 
increasingly that we were dealing 
with only gay men's issues. 
The whole question 
around censorship was the 
ideological conflict that always 
kills gay and lesbian organizations: 
pornography and porn images. 
It's a pretty big issue for Queer 
Nation of what gets into the 
country, and why and how the 
Community Standards Board is 
used and how Canada Customs 
has been used to enforce that 
morality. 
And I think for gay men a 
fairly basic issue of access to images 
and access towhatevertheywant, 
for women becomes an issue of 
exploitation and a question of 
who's profiting in the 
pornography industry. And 
Queer Planet was lobbying to 
for very similar reasons. It more 
blew up than died over very 
specificquestions,sortofmandate 
questions about wimmins issues 
and people of colour and other 
issues. So yes it is a real problem. 
I mean as activists we are 
havingarealhardtimeforwarding 
this coalition of different issues 
for different people. Sometimes 
you think it's better to work on 
your own issues for different 
people and sometimes you think 
it is better to work on your own 
issues with your own people. But 
numbers are important, and there 
are real attempts to get groups 
together. I don't mean to say that 
gay white men are the real 
criminals, butl think there is a fair 
amount of intolerance on 
everybody's part. 
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DC Queer Collective Alive and Well 
by Tim Crumley 
We're here, and we're 
queer- get used to it. 
The Douglas College Les-
bian,Gay,and Bisexual Collective 
is celebrating its third year- and 
its highest membership. The Col-
lective is the largest "club" in 
Douglas College, according to 
spokesperson Norman 
Gludovatz. 
'We're even bigger than 
the Ski Oub," Gludovatz said. "It 
just goes to show you what hard 
work can do." 
The Douglas College Ski 
Oub, traditionally the largest club 
oncampus,has22 members, while 
the Collective has approximately 
35 members. The College has over 
7,000 students enroled in full and 
part-time studies. 
However, Gludovatz 
Symbols of Queemess 
by Margaret Knight 
I wear a pink triangle almost all of the time. Sometines I think 
nobody notices it, occasionally I get a smile or a comment and once I 
got "fucking dyke". The triangle is the only identifier I carry as a 
member of an invisible minority, it is the only thing that identifies me 
as a lesbian; without it I feel I'm hiding something. 
The pink triangle is the most common of the symbols we wear 
to identify oufselves. Others include black triangles, lambdas, labryses 
and double-linked male and female symgols. Each one has a different 
origin, and a slightly different meaning. 
The pink and black triangles were used by the Nazis to idenify 
people who were irnprisioned for homosexuality. They are worn as 
a reminder of the atrocities inflicted on gays and lesbians by the Nazis, 
and as a symbol of the continuing struggle against homophobia. Most 
lesbians wear pink triangles, although we are now starting to recog-
nize this is a male symbol and to reclaim the black one. 
The lamgda (Greek letter 1) was adopted by the Gay Activist 
Alliance in 1970 to symbolize the gay movement. It was supposedly 
worn by ancient Greek fighters to indicate the were fighting alongside 
their lovers. It is a uniquely male symbol, and is for more common in 
the United states than in Canada. The historical justification for the 
symbol seems to be overly romanticized and there is little anthropo-
logical evidence to support. 
A labrys is a double-bladed axe worn by lesbians to symbolize 
the power of Amazons. Again this is a modern appropriation of a 
rather suspect arncient symbol. This symbol is also often used by 
feminists who are not necessarily lesbians. Labryses and lambdas are 
more common as jewelry than as buttons or badges and are subtler 
ways of expressing oneself. 
The traditional male and femalesymbolsarealsodouble-linked 
to indicate homosexuality, and sometimes to indicate bisexuality. 
These are probably the most blunt and graghic of symbols and tend to 
be rare. The origin of these symbols is the 1970s feminist movement, 
which claimed the woman symbol to represent feminism. In North 
America, two linked means lesbianism and three means sisterhood. In 
the U.K., two means sisterhood and three means lesbianism. 
The rainbow flag was adopted in the late 1970s as a symbol of 
the unity and diversity of the gay community. It is a North American 
symbol and is used more often by organization than by individuals. 
wishes that more lesbians and bi-
sexual wimmin would join the 
collective and attend meetings. 
''I tis unfortunate that more 
wirnmin aren't in the collective 
because we need their voices and 
opinions to really serve the queer 
students at Douglas College," he 
said. 
''It traditionally happens 
that lesbians are segregated from 
the other queer groups because 
gay men and bisexual men aren't 
willing to deal with their sexism. 
We are trying to get around that." 
The Collective was formed 
in 1989with thehelpofGludovatz 
and others with the intent of ad-
dressing heterosexism and 
homophobia at Douglas College. 
It also serves as a meeting place 
for queer students and a healthy 
atmosphere in which to come out 
to the community. 
Thenextstep forGludovatz 
is to invite queer members of fac-
ulty, staff, and administration to 
the meetings. 
"They're out there," 
Gludovatz said, "and we want to 
invite all of them to the meetings. 
We can help each other to create a 
united front to wipe out discrimi-
nation on the basis of sexual orien-
tation." 
Gludovatz also hopes that 
heterosexuals will call the line if 
they are interested. 
'We need allies. We need 
people who know tbat bigotry is 
wrong to stand up with us and 
fight for equality. Whether it's 
posting signs, or protesting with 
us, or telling someone in your 
class that their homophobic jokes 
aren't funny, we need your help." 
The Lesbian, Gay, and Bi-
sexual Collective Hotline number 
is 527-5335 ext. 4550. Please make 
use of it. 
Douglas College's Lesbian, Gay & Bisexual Colledive 
call 527-5335 
extension 4550 
for meeting times 
& information 
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''Forces of Darkness'' Block· Ammendment of 
Human Rights Laws 
by Jeff Harrington 
OTTAWA (CUP)- An animated man in a 
white shirt and jeans leans over his bacon and 
eggs and laughs as he recounts a recent cha.t 
with his mother. 
"Finally, she said, 'Darling, when are you 
getting married?'," he chuckles to the woman 
facing him. - · -
'1 told her 'When the laws change, mum, 
when the laws change."' 
A few people cock their ears and turn their 
heads briefly, 
but most of the denizens of the 24-hour for-
mica phenomenon known as Mello's restau-
rant are more interested in what's on their 
plates. 
A minute or two of further eavesdropping 
reveals this uncommonly-happy man is rare 
in another respect: he seems perfectly comfort-
able discussing the fact he is gay in public. To 
some degree at least, he is "out," and proud of 
it. 
Across town, Don Patterson sits behind a 
desk in his deserted antique store. The unoffi-
cial chair of EGALE- Equality for Gays and 
Lesbians Everywhere - speaks slowly and 
carefully. 
"I'm sure you're aware that there are very 
few people in the community who are openly 
gay or lesbian in the totality of their lives," he 
says. "It is a measure of the kind of disc rim ina-
tion that continues in Canadian society that 
there are so few." 
For five years, EGALE and similar groups 
across the country have been lobbying to en-
trench protection for lesbians and gay men in 
the Charter of Rights and the Canadian Hu-
man Rights Act. While it is impossible to sim-
plylegislateawayhomophobia,Pattersonsays 
the lack of legal equality often translates into 
matters of dollars and cents. 
"Getting very pragmatic, my lover has a 
dental plan that I can't be included in because 
I'm not considered a spouse. My lover has a 
pension. I am not entitled to receive his pen-
sion," Patterson says. "I pay the same taxes, I 
want the same benefits." 
DAILY DOSES OF 
HOSTlLITY 
Pensions and medical and dental plans are 
only part of the story. Lesbians, bisexuals and 
gay men face barriers when immigrating or 
adoptingchildren,as well as harassment when 
seeking employment and housing. They can 
be considered a security risk if they conceal 
their sexual orientation from the RcMP. Since 
1986, 58 gay men or lesbians have left or been 
forced to leave the armed forces because of 
their homosexuality. And if they are out, a 
daily dose of hostility is not unusual. 
Because sexual orientation isn't mentioned 
in~itherthe CharterortheHumanRightsAct, 
people are forced to use the courts to seek 
redress. 
"There's no easy administrative process for 
the average person without financial means to 
• com plain as one does if there's discrimination 
based on colour or religious beliefs," says 
Patterson. 
The government has been promising change 
since Mar. 4, 1986, when John Crosbie, the 
justice minister at the time, stood up in the 
House of Commons and promised to take 
"whatever measures are necessary to prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion in relation to all areas of federal jurisdic-
tion." But despite continuing efforts by NDP 
MP Svend Robinson - the only openly-gay 
member of the House - and groups like 
EGALE, no laws have been changed. 
In fact, the federal government has consist-
ently opposed peopleclaimingdiscrimination 
because they are lesbian or gay, as in two 
important recent cases, the Mossop case on the 
status of same-sex couples and the Haig case 
challenging the Human Rights Act. 
Diane Kilby, president of the Association of 
Lesbians and Gays of Ottawa, notes the gov-
ernment has always maintained that sexual 
orientation is implied in the Charter of Rights 
as a ground of prohibited discrimination. 
"Nevertheless, they are appealing the rul-
ing (in favour of Brian Mossop) anyway," she 
says. 
Kilby, Patterson and an estimated 2.5 mil-
lion other gay Canadians are up against what 
Patterson calls "the forces of evil": family and 
religious organizations like REAL Women, 
Focus on the Family, the Salvation Army, the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada and the Pen-
tecostal Assemblies of Canada. 
These groups have sided with the govern-
ment in the Mossop case, due to be heard this 
year bytheSupremeCourtofCanada.Mossop, 
a translator for a federal government, was 
denied leave 
to attend the funeral of his partner's father 
because his partner is a man. 
Gwendolyn Landolt, the national vice presi-
dent of REAL (Realistic,Equal,Activefor Life) 
Women, says the country's dependence on 
heterosexual families to have and raise chil-
dren requires that same-sex and heterosexual 
families be treated differently. 
"Because of their contribution, they get tax 
benefits and tax exemptions," she says. "Ho-
mosexuals, because of their very nature, of 
course, cannot make this contribution, so they 
should not be getting benefits." 
TI-lE FABRIC OF SOCIETY 
Patterson rejects the idea that lesbians and 
gay men can't raise children, and says that in 
recent years, people have begun to realize that 
gay people are an integral part of the family 
structure. 
"They are mothers, fathers, grandparents, 
children and they constitute part of the fabric 
of Canadian society," he says. 
But the real roadblock to equality of sexual-
ity has been opposition from small-and large-
C conservative MPs, who have repeatedly 
resisted attempts at reform. 
"I believe there are any number of people in 
the Conservative Party and the government 
who wish to do what is morally right," says 
Patterson. "But there is a small cabal of right-
wing religious fundamentalists who have suc-
cessfully blocked any progress on 
amendment." 
The group of about a dozen recalcitrant PC 
MPs includes Don Blenkarn, Felix Boltzmann 
promised amendments to the Human Rights 
Act.lnSeptember1991,an0ntariojudgeruled 
the Act is Unconstitutional because it contra-
venes the Charter of ights. The government 
then launched an appeal of the so-called Haig 
case, which the Ontario Court of Appeal heard 
Jan. 29 in Toronto. The court is waiting for the 
result of a related case before the Supreme 
Court before making its decision. 
While the government appears willing to 
lose in court rather than make decisions some 
MPs would be uncomfortable with, that would 
be an expensive way of keeping its troops 
happy. Prominent Toronto civil rights lawyer 
Clayton Ruby told the Canadian Press the 
government is "morally reprehensible" to 
spend "millions of dollars" on litigation while 
it preaches belt-tightening. 
APPEALING FOR 
DOLLARS 
Ruby represents Michelle Douglas, a former 
lieutenant forced out of the air force because 
she is a lesbian. The independent Security 
Intelligence Review Committee ruled in Au-
gust 1990 that the military's policy banning 
lesbians and gay men is unconstitutional and 
of "no force and effect." 
The Federal Court of Appeal ruled the rec-
ommendations were binding: The government 
appealed that decision and Douglas' $550,000 
lawsuit against the policy the justice depart-
ment has alreadyadmittedisunconstitutional 
is scheduled to be heard in federal court in 
June. 
Bill Black, a law professor with the Human 
RightsCentreatthe University of Ottawa, says 
the government has stalled long enough. 
"The government has been promising to 
change this since 1986. One has to assume 
there is a holdup," says Black. "I think that the 
sooner that becomes unstuck the better." 
While waiting for the government to keep 
its word, EGALE has forged links with groups 
seeking_ equality for women, aboriginal peo-
ple, racial and ethnic minorities, persons with 
disabilities, the poor, immigrants and refu-
gees. They've found they have more in com-
mon than contempt for the Tory record on 
human rights. · 
"There are lesbians who are disabled, gay 
men of colour. In each and every group there 
are gay and lesbian people," says Patterson. 
'There is a fairly broad-based social move-
ment that seeks to include as part of the 
Canadian family or mosaic all members of 
society." 
The movement for sexuality equality now 
includes the Canadian Rights and Liberties 
Federation, theNationalAssociationofWomen 
and the Law, the Canadian Disability Rights 
Council, the National Action Council on the 
Status of Women, the Canadian Labour Con-
gress, the Canadian FederationofStudents, the 
Public Service Alliance of Canada and the 
Canadian Auto Workers. 
On the surface, there appears to be some 
sort of momentum. 
Max Y alden, the head of the Canadian Hu-
man Rights Commission, told the Special Joint 
Committee on a Renewed Canada on Dec. 18 
that "it .is my view past time that "sexual 
orientation" be clearly recognized as a pro-
scribed ground of discrimination" in the Char-
ter of Rights and Freedoms. 
The Human Rights Law section of the jus-
tice department is well into its overall review 
of the Ht.unan Rights Act, and Kim Campbell 
has indicated she will meet with EGALE late 
this month or in early March. Some funding 
mayalsobemadeavailableforrepresentatives 
of the various equality-seeking groups to get 
together to discuss the Act. 
But any recommendation of the depart-
ment of justice can still be derailed by the 
''highly-vocal Neanderthals" in the PC caucus, 
as Svend Robinson has put it. 
In case the God Squad keeps waving its 
wand of power about, EGALE has a two-
pronged strategy to poke the government along. 
The first is to pressure Kim Campbell her-
self in the run up to the next election. The gay 
community in the justice minister's riding of 
Vancouver Centre has a "fairly significant por-
tion of the vote," according to Patterson. 
The set:ond tactic is to put direct pressure on 
Brian Mulroney through sympathetic cabinet 
colleagues. The theory goes that in the context 
of the Conservatives' deep unpopularity and a 
looming election, even those opposed to ho-
mosexuals might be convinced to do some-
thing progressive for political reasons. 
As for Patterson, his name has been in the 
press before, but he would rather the name of 
his antique store not be mentioned. 
'1'm afraid there still are nuts out there and 
I don' t want my phone clogged up with reli-
gious bigots. 
'1f these people would spend more time 
making their own lives pure and let the rest of 
us get on with our lives, what a much better 
society we'll be," says Patterson. ''Most gays 
and lesbians lead lives as boring as other peo-
ple. There is so much we have in common and 
·so little keeping us apart." 
"You could probably title the story 'Forces of 
darkness once more block amendment.' And 
really, they are the forces of darkness." 
and Stan Darling, who sits on the PC caucus ..------------------------------------, 
committee on family issues, as well as Secre-
tary of State Robert de Cotret and Health and 
Welfare Minister Benoit Bouchard. The more 
zealous among the group are sometimes 
dubbed "the God Squad." 
In October, resistance from backbenchers in 
the Conservative caucus scuttled the Defence 
Department's plan to allow lesbians and gay 
men in the armed forces. 
According to an internal Canadian Forces 
memo, the minister of justice (Kim Campbell) 
had recently "advised the Minister of National 
Defence (Marcel Masse) that the policy was 
contrary to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
and that it should be revoked. The Chief of the 
Defence Staff Oohn de Chastelain) also recom-
mended that the policy be revoked and the 
Minister of National Defence has agreed." 
The announcement was leaked to the me-
dia, provoking the backlash that has left gay 
service personnel in limbo ever since. Three 
weeks ago, defence minister Marcel Masse told 
reporters that PCbackbenchers were still stall-
ing a cabinet decision. Masse said the final 
decision rests with Brian Mulroney. 
The same Tory backbenchers oppose long-
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What to do in Vancouver 
Some queer things to do around tOwn 
complied by Yukle Kurahashl 
(with thanx and kisses to 
Ang1es) 
When you go out with your 
lover, do you: 
hold hands? 
slide your arm around her 
waist? 
put your arm warmly 
around his shoulder as you 
walk? 
cuddle up and wrap your 
arms around her neck? 
stroke her hair? 
give him a hug? 
kiss? 
Predominant social val-
uef~IJle homophobic "moral-
in the ascen-
let some of us dem-
our affection for each 
in public 
The struggle to end this 
isn't going to be 
Clubs and Pubs 
steamy, and (in)famous 
floor. Not for those who 
don't like crowds. 
2. Chuck's Pub: Heritage 
House Hotel, 455 Abbott, 685-
7777 
3. The Denman Station: 
860 Denman, 669-3448 
The only community pub in the 
west end; game shows, karaoke 
and such. 
2. Lotus Club: Heritage 
House Jlotel, 455 Abbott, 685-
7777 
Women only Wednesday and 
Friday. Cozy dyke bar; fair-
sized dance floor. 
4. Ms T's: 339 W Pender, 
682-8096 
Leather, levi, latex and lace. 
5. Numbers: 1042 Davie, 
685-4077 
It's a bar-it's a dance floor-
it's a hell of a lot of fun. 
6. The Odyssey: 1251 
Howe, 689-5256 
Neato bar, dance floor and pa-
tio patrons tend to be gay men, 
but everyone's welcome EX-
CEPT on Thursdays, which is 
Electric Ass Night. What's that, 
you say? Well ... it's ... uh ... a 
men-only night when you're 
encouraged to check all your 
clothes at the door. 
7. The Royal Hotel: 1025 
Granville, 685-5335 
8. Shaggy Horse: 818 
Ftichards,688-2923 
Some leather and levi; a mature 
kinda place. 
9. Spats: 1222 Hamilton, 
684-7321 
Another one of those dance floor 
places. , 
10. Streets: 900 Seymour, 
683-4251 
Lounge and dance floor. 
2. Uncle Charlie's Lounge: 
Heritage House Hotel, 455 
Abbott, 685-7777 
Community Services 
11. AIDS Vancouver: 1272 
Ftichards, 687-5220/687 -AIDS 
(help line) 
An advocacy group for people 
with AIDS, obviously not ex-
clusively queer. Don't hesitate 
to call or visit if you've any 
questions about AIDS or about 
how to protect yourself and 
others from infection. 
12. Gay and Lesbian Cen-
tre: 1170 Bute, 684-6869 
Offers counselling services, a 
library, youth group (for people 
under 25), food bank, and legal 
clinic. Also houses Angles, the 
Vancouver LGB community 
newspaper (688-0265); Christ 
Alive Metropolitan Community 
Chuch (681-8525); and Safe 
Company, which deals with is-
sues of health and STD's (660-
7949). 
13. Vancouver Lesbian 
Connection: 876 Commercial 
Drive, 254-8458 
A drop-in centre offering ser-
vices for/to the lesbian com-
munity. 
Bookstores 
14. Ariel Books: 1988 W 4th, 
733-3511 
15. Book Mantel: 1002 Com-
mercial, 253-1099 
16. Little Sister's: 1221 
Thurlow, 669-1753 
17. Octopus Books: 1146 Com-
mercial Drive, 253-0~ 13 
18. R2B2 Books: 27 42 W 4th, 
732-5087 
19. Spartacus Books: 311 W 
Hastings, 688-6138 
20. Women's Book Store: 315 
Cambie, 684-0523 
Restaurants 
21. Cafe Luxy: 1235 Davie, 
681-9976 
22. Cucina California: 1319 
Robson, 669-1319 
23. Doll & Penny's Cafe: 1167 
Davie, 685-5080 
10. The Dufferin Cafe: 900 
Seymour,683-4251 
24. The Elbow Room Cafe: 720 
Jervis, 685-3628 
25. Hamburger Mary's: 1202 
Davie, 687-1293 
Josephine's Cappucino and 
Wimmin's Crafts: 1716 Charles 
St, 253-3142 
26. La Quena: 1111 Commer-
cial, 251-6626 
(notonmap)LicketySplit: 1393 
Marine Dr, WVan, 922-3432 
18. The Second Cup: 1184 
Denman, 669-2068 
Saunas and Recreation 
4. Club Vancouver: 339 
Pender, 681-5719 -
A funky, fun, and groovy health 
club for gay men. Open 24 hours 
a day, and no membership is 
required. 
27. Garden So a: 1233 
Hornby, 687-1915 
This gay health spa is one of 
Vancouver's biggest facilities, 
boasting a large snack bar, two 
TV lounges, whirlpool, sauna, 
and games room. 
28. Richards Street Service 
Club: 1169 Richards, 684-6010 
This place has the largest steam 
sauna in the area. WILD week-
ends (ya wanna definition for 
that .. ?). 
Other Stuff 
7. Mack's Leathers: 1020 
Granville, 688-MACK 
Now THIS is a fabulous place. 
(You may have noticed me and 
my bondage collar around 
campus; it's from Mack's.) In 
addition to super high-quality 
exotic and erotic leathers, 
Mack's offers body jewellery 
and body piercing (ouch). 
8. Metropolitan Home: 353 
W Pender, 681-2313 
Uh ... counter-counter-culture 
furniture. You know, pseudo-
seventies kind of stuff. 
5. Return to Sender: 1076 
Davie, 683-6363 
Greeting cards, writing paper, 
books, and t-shirts. Go visit the 
three black-and-white dogs. 
(not on map) Videomattca: 
1855 w 4th, 734-0411 
Everyone knows this is the 
place to go for that elusive weird 
flick. Videomatica is 
Vancouver's specialty video and 
laserdisc store. It's acavalcaqe 
of comedy (and tragedy, and> 
horror, and. .. ). 
6 the Other Press March 11,1992 
the queer issue TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
Obscure Obscenity Laws 
Lead to Confiscations 
,.. -· ) 
Once again our politicians 
have shirked their duty by allowing 
those who are charged with enforc-
ing the law to actually define its 
meaning. On a regular basis, Canada 
Customs Officials are called upon to 
screen materials, usually books, 
magazines, and sometimes videos, 
to determine whether or not they 
contraveneCanada'sobscenitylaws. 
There are no clear-cut definitions of 
obscenity or pornagraphy in the 
criminal code. The laws were pur-
posely wR-tten to be vague to allow 
each community to develop its' own 
set of standards. These standards are 
then either held-up or struck down 
in the courts. A good system in 
theory, but not in practice. 
cations cost the bookstore a lot of 
money. Theirinventory,alreadypaid 
for, is tied up for months, or even a 
year or more, and is unable to be 
distributed or sold. They also incur 
legal expenses to fight and appeal the 
Customs' Review process. In some 
cases, the material being confiscated 
is readily available in straight book-
stores, ·or even the Public Library. 
Even after the Bookstore wins a case, 
theymustfightanother,andanother, 
on a continuing basis, as these re-
views do not become legal precedents 
because each work is judged 
independantly. It becomes a nev.er-
ending fight. 
Tips on supporting lesbians 
Customs officials are the first 
line of defence in the war to protect 
Canadians' moral standards. Indi-
vidual officers and their supervisors 
routinely make judgement calls on 
these laws. This can be, and usually 
is, arbitrary, inconsistent, and prone 
to biased decisions based on indi-
vidual prejudices. 
A case in point is the Little 
Sisters Art and Book Emporium, a 
gay and lesbian bookstore in Van-
couver. Canada Customs regularly 
confiscates shipments of books des-
tined for Little Sisters, to determine 
whether their content is morallycom-
patible with our obscenity laws. 
These confiscated shipments gener-
ally do not include magazines, they 
are pre-edited by the Periodical Re-
view Board, or videos, which are 
rated by the B.C. Film Classification 
Branch. The affected works are usu-
ally prose and fictionmaterials,most 
without illustrations. These confis-
FORBIDDEN 
LOVE 
by norm and rod 
your warm breath 
upon my neck 
your lips glide over 
mine 
my tongue flickers fe-
verishly in search of 
you 
my hands receive the 
heat of your skin 
our torsos touch will-
ingly 
our legs entwine 
our passion grows 
hard and burns like 
two flames 
raising between us 
straining to be free 
The B.C. Civil Liberties Asso-
ciation has taken up their cause, on 
the grounds that the onus of proof 
should rest with the Crown, not the 
defendant, as is the case of almost all 
the rest of the Criminal Code of 
Canada. Also under attack is whether 
or not the Customs Officers' deci-
sions are judgemental and discrimi-
natory, and therefore violating the 
Charter of Rights. 
It'sabouttimeourelectedrep-
resentatives show some backbone, 
quit worrying about re-election for a 
few minutes, and draft some legisla-
tion that will help to clear up unnec-
essary ambiguities in our laws that 
allow for the legal persecution of our 
citizens. 
DOC&RAIDER 
Sean Martin 
by Helen Falldlng 
Life is more than a little lonely 
for gay activists in the Yukon. 
For a number of reasons--like 
the threat oflosing jobs or custody 
of children and fear of violence-
only a handful ofYukon gays and 
lesbians feel they can afford to be 
"out," let alone openly fight 
homophobia in our community. 
And of those who are "out" only a 
tiny number are activists by incli-
nation. It must, of course, be ac-
knowledged that some Yukon les-
bians have managed to be activists 
from the closet-making signifi-
cant progress on gay rights with-
out declaring their personal in-
VPAtmPnt in tho> iAAllP 
0-0-0-00 W-W-W-WE HA-HA-HA-HAVE TO B-B-8-BE 
SO F-F-F-FUCKING MA-MA-MA-MACHO? 
YO LESBIANS! 
YEAH, DOWN HERE. 
While oral sex and penetration are fairly low risk, it is 
always better to use a dental dam or gloves, particularly during 
menstruation. And, even if the increased risk of STDs is not a 
factor, short, filed nails are always appreciated. Gloves and 
plenty of lubricant are safest for fisting. 
To make your own dental dam (thinner, and possibly 
better, than the medical supply store variety), cut the nipple-
type thingy off an unlubricated condom, and then cut length-
ways. It should unroll fairly square-shaped. Then place the 
pseudo-dental dam over the vagina or anus to act as a barrier 
during oral contact. 
I firmly believe that it is only 
gay people-united-who can end 
our own oppression. But hetero-
sexual friends can significantly 
speed up the process. They can 
afford to take a stand without 
facing the same kinds of personal 
risks that lesbians do. In a place 
like the Yukon, where there are so 
few gay activists and there is so 
much homophobia, it's especially 
important that they do so. Here is 
a list of what Pd like to see feminist 
activistsdotosupportlesbiansand 
fight homophobia: 
1. Use the word lesbian all the 
time. Use it in conversations with 
lesbians (it will make them feel 
less invisible), use it in front of 
other progressive people (it will 
teach them to use it) and use it in 
front of people who you imagine 
will drop dead when they hear it 
(it's time they got used to the idea). 
2. Work through your own 
feelings of attraction to other 
women. Examine how you became 
heterosexual-because there is as 
much or as little cause for that as 
there is a cause for another woman 
being lesbian. 'Think about making 
love to another woman until the 
image doesn't freak you out. Much 
homophobia is rooted in people's 
inability to deal with their own 
feelings for people of the same sex. 
Get past that and you'll be emo-
tionally ready to be an ally. 
3. Don't always claim hetero-
sexual privilege bymakingitclear 
you are straight. Try casting doubt 
inpeople'smindsaboutyoursexual 
orientation every once in a while. 
Make it clear that it would be no 
insult to mistake you for a lesbian. 
Refer to past relationships with a 
woman, if you've had one. Refer to 
lesbian friends (using their names 
only if they're comfortable with 
that). Talk about how any issue 
under discussion might affect les-
bians. If all of this starts people 
asking you point blank if you are a 
lesbian, think of creative answers 
that teach people something. 
4. Openly acknowledge 
contribution of lesbians to 
feminist movement and to 
women's organizations. s"'"""'.., 
individual lesbians who 
tivelyfightingfor ='-"'"•a·nnz 
it clear that women 
there to offer assistance to """~u:uu' 
as well as heterosexual nuJ•ucJu. 
Make sure this is true in nralCLlt::e: 
by including training 
homophobia for staff 
funding bodies balk, fight ""'''"'--
don't roll over and play dead. 
5. Don't assume that 
is exclusively heterosexual, 
you know beyond a shadow of 
doubt. Use inclusive language 
you are asking someone whether 
they have any new romantic in-
terests. If they get offended, help 
them to look at why they consider 
it an insult. If your friend is in 
gay or bisexual, your 
words will be a sign to them 
you are someone they can talk 
6. Don't require your gay 
lesbian friends behave like 
erosexuals in order to be acc:ep1te<1 
in your social circle or organization. 
Welcome the flaming queen or the 
butch lesbian. Flamboyance is a 
part of our culture and a stta~!uv 
to affirm our right to be whoever 
we are. 
7 .Learn enough about 
heterosexism to make the connec-
tions between the struggles of all 
women for independence an 
choices and the struggles oflesbi-
ans. Read lesbian fiction and non-
fiction and listen to our music to 
learn from the special insights that 
lesbians bring. Use those insights 
in your political work. 
8. Don't assume your kids will 
grow up to be heterosexual. Try to 
make sure there are gay people 
their lives and let them know that 
whomever they choose to love, their 
parents will celebrate with them. 
Reprinted from The Op •• , •• .,,,,, 
March 1990. 
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Being Lost in the Middle I TTTT 
I remember back in grade 
eight when the big bully boys use to 
push me against the lockers and ask 
"Are you gay, huh? Do you like 
boys? " "Well yes, but I like girls 
too," I answered. " So, are you bi-
sexual?'' I didn't know why they 
were asking me these questions, nor 
did I know what they meant. Just 
because I had feminine traits, I was 
picked out by the bull ys. I wasn't like 
them and I wasn't socialized to act 
like a " real boy ". 
Ididn'tknowwhatbeinggay 
meant.l knew itmeantbeinghappy? 
I also knew that I was attracted to 
boys and thatmeantthati was" gay, 
homo, homosex~l. "So I wentto the 
library and started reading. The books 
said that it means men who are only 
attracted to men and that it was "in-
curable." Oh no, that means I can't 
have girlfriends and I will belike this 
allmylife. Butldidn'twanttobegay 
and the books said that I couldn't it. 
I didn't mind being attracted 
to boys. In fact I really enjoyed it. 
What was bugging me is that I 
Dear Son, 
couldn'tbewithgirls. I was attracted 
to girls, but I wasn't sure. Maybe I 
was denying my homosexuality be-
cause of the fear of persecution. 
Maybe I was bisexual. But I didn't 
know about bisexuality. The books 
didn't talk about it. They said that 
you are either heterosexual or homo-
sexual. 
Every time I had a crush on a 
girl, I would question it. "Oh good, 
this means I am straight." But I knew 
I wasn't straight. Every time I had a 
crush on boy, I'd question it again." 
Oh no, this means I am gay." So I 
avoided both genders for the fear 
beingdefined.Ifidecidedeitherway, 
that is what I would be. 
As time went on, bisexuality 
became more talked about and ac-
cepted. I found myself being com-
fortable with that label because it 
mean not having to decide. But to-
day, bisexuality is still not accepted 
by a large portion of the gay commu-
nity. Some of my gay friends tell me 
" don't kid yourself and get of the 
fence." 
Straights can't understand 
why I am attracted to men and gays 
can't understand how I can be at-
tracted to both genders. But that's 
way it is and I can't change that! I 
can'tassocia temyself with the straight 
community and never will. I find 
myself more associated by the gay 
community because I am challeging 
the norm of sexuality. But I don' tfeel 
fully accepted by the gay commu-
nity. 
I don't mind being defined as 
"gay" because I am attracted to men. 
But I would be kidding myself if I 
'denyed my attraction for women. I 
find myself having to choose the bi-
sexuallabel to let women know I am 
available. 
I hate these rigid defenitions. 
We fall into the traps of a sexist soci-
ety defining our gender roles and 
whowecanbeattracted to. The norm 
dictates that you can't be attracted to 
the same gender. That is sexist. But, if 
you are told that you can't be at-
tracted to both genders, isn't that 
sexist too? 
I just wanted to drop you a line to say once again how happy I am that 
you came home to see us and share yourself with us. Few things in life have 
made me so happy and left me feeling such a deep sense of peace. My mind 
might be whirring like a buzz saw; this however seems to be its natural state when 
I am trying to learn and understand something very impo~t to me, but 
the difference is my heart is at peace. I truly feel that your mner contentment 
rubbed off and in some special way transferred itself in part to us. I know I have 
told you I love you, Son, but have I also said how proud I am of you? My admira-
tion, respect, and pride has increased even more so since you stepped "out of the 
shadows" and allowed not only yourself to know you, as you are, but shared who 
you are with us. I'm so very proud of you! And so very grateful! 
I have gone back to reading the book you left here. But as I re-read it Son, 
there is a part of me that questions the necessity for such an endeavor. Perhaps I 
can explain what I mean. Your telling me you're gay I do not see as your confid-
ing you have some illness-some genetic defect such as cerebral palsy, for 
instance-and as such I must search out information to understand the why's and 
wherefore's of such a "condition." I must admit I do not understand the why's 
behind many states of "being" in which people find themselves. Like with my 
Mother, for instance. I know she had a mental illness which was as mnch a part of 
her as her inclination towards kindness. I have a certain grasp of what "experts" 
think causes schizophrenia, but despite all their theorizing and s~ientific data, for 
me, as someone who loved her, the needing to understand intellectually, was 
transcended by the need to understand how her life was coloured and experi-
enced by the totality of herself. I'm not using my Mother as an example because 
I think homosexuality is a mental illness, Son, so I hope you don't take it that 
way. It merely is to share with you that, for me at least, it is more important to 
get past the data and theories, and on to the real "stuff' of life. The why's of 
one's sexual orientation pale in comparison to the societal consequences whether 
one be gay, bi-sexual, or for that matter heterosexual. What I find upsetting is 
how, before your self disclosure, I, like countless numbers never gave deep or 
serious consideration to the struggle gays face in order to just live everyday, 
ordinary lives. And now my Son, whom I love dearly, is amongst those numbers 
who struggle against the prejudice, fear and ignorance of those who would deny 
you your right to be yourself. What I fear more than anything, Son, is that I lack 
the strength: physical, mental and emotional, to stand beside you in the struggle to 
overcome the obstacles. I hope that over time I will be able to draw from your 
strength and the strength of your friends and fmd that within myself there ~s. as 
yet, an undiscovered, untapped well of strength hidden deep within myself. I also 
realize that I must be patient with myself. This is all so new. And like most 
imP.ortant, meaningful things in life it is not an event; but a process. 
·Anyway, Son, I hope you can bear with me and if I'm appearing to ramble, it 
is only my natural inclination (ha! ha!) and may require some patience on your 
part, too. · 
So moving on, your sister and I are looking forward to coming down to see 
you soon. We would like very much to see your place, meet your friends, if 
you're comfortable with that, and have you take us to that coffee place. Any 
how, keep us informed as to your schedule and hopefully we can arrange a 
good time for our visit. 
I hope all is well with you, Son. So, sweetheart, happy Valentine's Day. 
Take Care. 
Lovingly, 
Mom,xxxooo 
If we can overcome our sex-
ism over our sexual preferences, then 
these labels would become redun-
dant. I would prefer to define myself 
asgaybecauseiam attracted to men, 
as long as it isn't limiting my attrac-
tion to women. I really don't think 
the bisexual label would be neces-
c;ary iftheterms gay and lesbian were 
not exclusive as defined by society. 
Until this change, the term 
bisexual has to be used to define 
those in my situation. Being lost in 
the middle and not knowing what to 
do is phsycologically harmful. Bi-
sexuality has to be accepted as a fact 
by the gay community and society in 
general before we can progress. 
Recent Developments 
Relating to Queers 
by Jeff Harrington 
OTIAWA(CUP)- For six years, the Conservative government has been 
promising to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act to prohibit discrimi-
nation on the basis of sexual orientation. While a cabal of PC backbenchers 
block reform, the decision to proceed rests with Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney. 
A timeline of recent developments regarding sexual orientation: 
Oct. 25, 1985-The all-party Parliamentary Committee on Equality Rights 
recommends a) the Canadian Human Rights Act (CHRA) be amended to 
add sexual orientation as a prohibited ground of discrimination ... b) the 
Canadian Armed Forces and the RCMP bring their employment practices 
into conformity with the CHRA as amended ... 
Mar. 4, 1986-Justice Minister John Crosbie says the government will take 
"whatever measures are necessary to prohibit discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation in relation to all areas of federal jurisdiction." 
September 1986-A defence department report in response to the govern-
ment's intentions concludes "the presence of homosexuals in the Canadian 
Forces would be detrimental to cohesion and morale, discipline, leadership, 
recruiting, medical fitness, and the rights to privacy of other members." 
November 1989- A review of the DND report by Carleton University 
psychology professor Connie Kristiansen concludes that its theoretical, 
methodological and statistical shortcomings suggest its conclusions have 
"little, if any, scientific validity." Kristiansen writes the report "appears to 
be an effort to justify continued discrimination against homosexuals." 
May 29,1990-Chief of Defence Staff John de Chastelain says homosexu-
als will be treated the same as heterosexuals until sexual orientation policy 
reviewed. 
Aug. 10, 1990 - In an external review of the armed forces' Special 
Investigation Unit (SIU), the Honourable Rene J. Marin concludes "there is 
no reason whatsoever to single out homosexuality, or 
any other form of sexuality, as a matter for attention by the SIU," and 
recommends the unit's mandate be changed to stop the weeding out of 
lesbians and gay men. 
Aug. 15, 1990- The Security Intelligence Review Committee rules the 
military policy againstemployinglesbiansand gay men violates the equality 
guarantees in the Charter of Rights and is "of no force and effect." The 
committee says former Lieutenant Michelle Douglas, who graduated at the 
top of her basic training class, should be reinstated. The Federal Court of 
Appeal rules the committee's recommendations are binding on the govern-
ment. The government appeals- the case should come before the Supreme 
Court of Canada in June 1992. 
December 1990-Federal government convenes human rights conference 
without inviting one lesbian or gay association. 
February 1991-Justice Minister Kim Campbell says she'll introduce a 
package of amendments to the Human Rights Act in Spring 1991. 
Sept. 25, 1991- Ontario Judge Joseph McDonald rules the Canadian 
Human Rights Act is unconstitutional because it contravenes Section 15 of 
the Charter of Rights, which states "every individual is equal before the law 
and has the right to the equal protection and equal benefit of the law without 
discrimination ... " The government appeals the decision. 
Oct. 10, 1991- Media announce in advance that the Canadian Armed 
Forces will no longer prevent lesbians and gay men from serving in the 
military. Alast-minuterebellion by back bench PCMPs scraps the announce-
ment. 
Dec. 18, 1991-Max Y alden_ chief commissioner of the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission, tells the Special Joint Committee on a Renewed Canada 
"it is my view past time that "sexual orientation" be clearly recognized as a 
proscribed ground of discrimination" in theCharterofRightsand Freedoms." 
Jan. 24, 1992- Defence Minister Marcel Masse says the department 
has agreed to change the discriminatory policy and he has taken 
the recommendation to cabinet. He says PC backbenchers are still 
stalling a cabinet decision. 
"'Manitoba, Yukon_ the Northwest Territories, Quebec and Ontario now 
prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual discrimination. In September 
1990, the Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission declared it would inter-
pret the province's human rights act to prohibit discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation, after the government twice refused.to change the law. 
Newly-elected NDP governments in Saskatchewan and British Columbia 
have pledged to reform their human rights legislation, possibly by this 
spring. 
"'The RCMP now takes the position that "homosexuality by itself is not 
proof of unreliability or a bar to obtaining a security clearance." RCMP 
Corporal Andre Guertin said sexual orientation is not a barrier to joining the 
RCMP, butaddeditisstilla security concern if someone conceals their sexual 
orientation. "If it's open, up front, and nobody can use it against you, who 
cares? It's like preferring pizza to chicken." 
"'The Human Rights seCtion of the Department of Justice is currently 
conducting an overall review of the Canadian Human Rights Act. A 
department source said Justice Minister Kim Campbell wants to introduce 
amendments to theActthisspring, but her press assistant said that "is a little 
premature," adding that her desire for broad consultation includes discus-
sion with the Tory caucus. 
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Eleanor Roosevelt LESBIGAY Dictionary was a Dyke 
1ITTY Luke is rewrter for The 
Thzstle at MIT in 13oston, 
Massachusetts 
by Jerry Luke 
BOSTON(NLNS)-Typical 
history classes fail to mention 
same-sexrelationships,even 
when veryP.rominenlpeople 
were involved. Ten such 
relationships: 
1. Alexander the Great and 
He_phaestron 
2. Frederick the Great and 
Hans von Katte 
3. Marie Antionette and 
Princess deLamballe 
4. Lawrence of Arabia and 
SalimAchmed.Hededicated 
his famous work The Seven 
Pillars of Wisdom to "S.A." 
5. Gertrude Stein and Alice 
B. Toklas. These famous 
writers 
stay~d to~ther for 39 y_ears. 
6. Willa Carter and "Edith 
Lewis. Carter, the famous 
author of several frontier 
novels, longed desperately 
toleavetheaty, but s1ayed to 
be with her lover. 
7. Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Lorena Hickock. The 
Roosevelts allowed each 
other to see women. Eleanor 
invited Hickock to stay at the 
Mal)Sion during the1r long 
affrur. 
8. Susan B. Anthorw and 
Anna Dickenson. Botfi were 
active in the abolitionist and 
suffrage movements. Susan 
became attracted to Anna 
after hearing her impressive 
anti-slavery speech. 
9. Rock HudSon and Marc 
Christian 
10. Bob Paris and Rod 
Jackson. These two body 
builders were married at an 
informal ceremony in Tuly 
1989. Paris won the Mr. 
Universe and Mr. America 
titles in 1983. 
(Smm:e: Tire Thistle, MIT) 
Some terms used in this week's 
paper: 
Sexaal orlmtation is most simply 
defined as one's identification as 
homo-,:helert>orbisexual.lnpradice 
it's a bit more complicated. since 
people tend not to faD into clear-cut 
categcries. 
Heteroeexaality refers to being 
primarily, or exclusively, attracteCI 
to members of the opposite sex, both 
eensua11y and sexu811y. 
5bai&ht is one term Used to refer to 
beteroaexua1s. It is often accepted as 
nonjudgemental slang for~le 
whOdeSC:ribet:hemselWS as y 
orcanpletely heterosexual. · term 
is also used to mean .,mainstream.., 
Queer, in the most general sense, 
meansnotst:rajght. Though this word 
hashistorically"beenusecfnegatively, 
manypeoplearenowrec:Jaimingitfn 
a positive and inclusive sense. 
Het is another aCL'e}'ted slang term 
forhelerosexual people. Some people 
prefer this word to .,straight'"because 
it does not imply "mainstream.'" 
Homosexuality refers to being 
mostly or exclusively attracted to 
members of the same .ex. 
Homoeexaal is a clinical term for 
erie who .,manifest 
osexuality ... Many of us reject 
this term due to its history ol clinical 
and negative usage. 
Gay is a more accepted term for 
people who are primarily, or 
edusively, attracted to members of 
their own sex. In practice, t!Uterm is 
used to refer almost exdu$vely to 
men. 
Lesbian is an accepted term for 
women who are primarily or 
exclusively atbacted to women. It is 
peferrecl to .,gay woman"' because 
it vaHdates the lesbian~­
one that is not merely a subset of the 
gay male experience. 
Bisexuality refers to being sensually 
or sexually atbacted to members of 
all genders. 
Biaexual or B1 is a term for people 
attracted to members of all genders. 
LesbipyisanalkncomrOienn 
forwhatisamunonly toas 
the .,gay community,., or more 
ac:curatelyreferred toasthe ~
gay and bisexual amununity ... 
Cloeeted refers to people who are 
not public about their sexual 
orientation. This can mean actively 
hiding and/or lying about sexual 
orientation,or&implyrefrainingfram 
ta1ldng about il 
Camins out (of the closet) is a fairly 
broad term relerring to various 
aspectsolmaldngonelelf,andothers, 
aware of orvls a8xual orientation. 
Homophobia is the fear or ha"lred of 
people due to their actual or 
perceived homosexuality. 
Heteroeexism:sometimespreferJed 
to the word homophobia because it 
puts the blame where it belongs, on 
those heterosexuals who op~ 
others of a different sexual 
orientation. 
Homophobia leadstodisaimination 
and harassment. 
Dyke Cartoonist 
has Loyal Following l 
by Carol Rehnby 
Noreen Stevens is Canada's 
foremost lesbian cartoonist. Her 
strip,theChosen Family, is published 
in 25 periodicals in Canada, the U.S 
and Australia. 
But you'd never know it by 
reading the mainstream press. 
Like many openly gay 
artists, Stevens has felt the brunt of 
the publishing world's homopobia. 
Stevens is only too familiar with 
mainstream media's refusal to touch 
gay and lesbian copy, particularily 
lesbian lifestyles. 
Stevens' involvement with 
gay and lesbian rights has also 
hampered her career. Most recently, 
a feature written about her for 
do is to support herself as a comic 
artist. 
Winnipeg's major daily was pulled 
becauseofher 'controversial' activites: 
specifically her creation of a safe sex 
cartoon series which explicitly 
portrayed lesbian sexuality, and her 
design of a Winnipeg billboard that 
confronted homophobia. 
Mainstream media in her 
hometown of Winnipeg continue to =~==·J=tl·=,.=·-=S=t·::·•::· ==~=~~~=::.=~~~~:=::=t::::===~~ 
blacklist Stevens. For recent tjl(~ &!~ tlltr 1011 ~liP lt'h rt•£ lil.1 
Stevenshasalargeandloyal 
following of dykes and fags,(and a 
few rad hets),but despite her 
popularity in gay and women's 
publications, her work is not paying 
the rent. 
She supports her 'tooning 
habits through her graphic design 
business. Her skills as a graphic 
artist have been a boon to social 
service groups, women's 
organisations and popular theatre, 
but what Stevens would really like to 
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the significant impact she has made ' Dll1'11t SCPIII't ma . .'' 
on her readership. 
The Uniter, student 
newspaper at the University of ....,...,.,...,.,.,.,_, 
Winnipeg, has been publishing 
Steven's cartoons for over two years. 
Other student papers in Canada are 
beginningtopublishthestripaswell. 
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